NEWS RELEASE
For immediate release 17 January 2012

Marking a sea-change in productivity for lighthouse support as helicopter service brings a wave of efficiencies

On the anniversary of the 2011 ceremony marking the start of the new service, Trinity House and Specialist Aviation Services (SAS) announce significant efficiency and value improvements as helicopter operations double capacity, reduce flying time requirements and enhance operational efficiency across the lighthouse maintenance programme. 

This month marks one year since the ceremony in Harwich when members of the helicopter operator SAS and senior members of the Trinity House operations team met to celebrate the start of the new helicopter contract between the two organisations.

The contract was designed to deliver economic and service efficiencies while also reflecting the modern maintenance and operational requirements of the Service.  A year on, both companies are delighted to announce results exceeding expectations in many areas of operation. 
SAS introduced an MD 902 Explorer helicopter to the Trinity House service, replacing the BO 105s which had been in operation for many years. The Explorer can lift twice the payload, thereby doubling productive capacity and reducing flying hours with associated reductions in cost and improvements in efficiency. 
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This has been particularly valuable in improving the efficiency and productivity of maintenance and refurbishment operations where significant materials loads have to be transferred as well as the specialist maintenance teams.

“The change was made as part of a wider review of our Trinity House operation”, comments Commodore Jim Scorer, Director of Operations.

“The initial transition phase went smoothly, the helicopter has consistently always been available throughout and our lighthouse support programme is firmly on track.”

At the Harwich ceremony a year ago, Rear Admiral Sir Jeremy de Halpert, Executive Chairman of Trinity House, commented, ‘It was important to us to be able to mark the start of the new helicopter contract as it forms such a vital part of our day-to-day maintenance and operation.”  
With a highly successful first year of service, SAS and Trinity House now look forward to continued delivery and efficiency on the lighthouse maintenance programme.
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Trinity House is the General Lighthouse Authority (GLA) for England and Wales with responsibility for nearly 600 Aids to Navigation, from traditional aids such as lighthouses, buoys and beacons to the latest satellite navigation technology. In addition it inspects over 10,000 local Aids to Navigation provided by port and harbour authorities, and those positioned on offshore structures. 
Incorporated by Royal Charter in 1514, the Corporation is also a major maritime charity, wholly funded by its endowments. The Corporation spends around £3m each year on its charitable activities including welfare of mariners, education and training and the promotion of safety at sea. 
For more information visit www.trinityhouse.co.uk or contact Vikki Gilson on +44 (0)207 4816960 or by email at vikki.gilson@thls.org. 
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The Specialist Aviation Services Group comprises Police Aviation Services Ltd and Medical Aviation Services Ltd and European Support Centre bvba in Belgium. The Gloucestershire, UK based group supports public service and other specialist operations - providing aircraft, pilots, maintenance, modifications and training around the world. Amongst over 30 aircraft of various types which SAS operates or maintains, there are 15 air ambulances and 13 police helicopters.
For more information visit www.specialist-aviation.com or contact Vivienne Pirie on +44 (0)1452 857900






